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NEW AUSTRIAN TREATY DRAFT PRESENTED TO 
MOSCOW. On March 13, 1952, the United States, the 
United Kingdom and France, through their respective em- 
bassies at Moscow, presented a new Austrian Treaty draft 
to the Foreign Ministry of the Soviet Union with identical 
explanatory notes. The texts of the United States note and 
the new Austian Treaty draft follow: 

UNITED STATES NOTE: “On February 28 the Govern- 
ments of the United Kingdom, the United States of America, 
and France publicly expressed their serious concern that 
the discussions of the Austrian Treaty by the Deputies 
planned for January 21, for the purpose of concluding the 
Treaty, were frustrated owing to the failure of the Soviet 
Deputy to attend. They recalled that Austria, the first 
country to be occupied by Hitler, was promised full inde- 
pendence in the Moscow Declaration of 1943 but that nearly 
9 years afterwards this promise has not yet been fulfilled. 

‘*Responsibility for this state of affairs lies squarely 
on the Soviet Government. The Four Foreign Ministers 
reached agreement in Paris on June 20, 1949 on the basic 
issued involved in the Austrian settlement and instructed 
their Deputies to complete negotiations on the draft Treaty 
no later than September 1, 1949. Since that time, the Soviet 
Government has studiously evaded its obligation towards 
Austria undertaken in the Moscow Declaration. The Soviet 
Government has refused to engage in constructive negotia- 
tions on the remaining unagreed issues in the draft Treaty, 
has introduced extraneous issues, and did not send its 
respresentative to attend the last scheduled meeting of the 
Deputies. 

‘‘The Government of the United States casiders that 
failure to reach an Austrian settlement has placed a heavy 
and unnecessary burden on the Austrian people and has 
contributed materially to the maintenance of the dangerous 
tensions which unhappily exist in international relations. 
It is the most earnest desire of the Government of the 
United States to do everything within its power to remove 
these tensions. The conclusion of an Austrian Treaty would 
constitute an important step toward the consolidation of 
peace. 

‘‘This Government, in concert with the Governments of 
the United Kingdom and France, has now examined the 
Austrian problem anew. The three Governments are in 
agreement that the paramount obligation of the powers oc- 
cupying Austria is to restore Austria’s freedom and full 
independence in accordance with the Moscow Declaration. 


The three Governments are also agreed that this funda- 
mental obligation to the Austrian people is vastly more 
important than the minor and extraneous considerations 
which have since June 1949 prevented agreement on the 
Treaty. Accordingly, the Government of the United States 
desires to propose to the Soviet Goverment a simple instru- 
ment which will give Austria full independence. This new 
proposal should be examined in the light of the impasse in 
negotiations on the draft Treaty and the progress of Aus- 
tria toward democratic. self-government during the prolonged 
occupation. The Soviet Government will note that it con- 
forms fo the Moscow Declaration and contains the essentials 
which are required to reestablish Austrian independence. 

‘“‘The Government of the United States earnestly re- 
commends that the Soviet Government give this proposal 
most careful and serious consideration and _ inquires if 
the Soviet Government is prepared to instruct its Deputy 
to renew negotiations.’’ 


NEW TREATY DRAFT: The Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the United States of America, and France, herein- 
after referred to as ‘‘the Allied and Associated Powers’’, 
of the one part, and Austria, of the other part; 

WHEREAS on March 13, 1938, Hitlerite Germany ar 
nexed Austria by force and incorporated its territory in the 
German Reich; 

WHEREAS in the Moscow Declaration of November 1, 
1943, the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics, the United Kingdom and the United States of Ameri- 
ca declared that they regarded the annexation of Austria 
by Germany on March 13, 1938, as null and void and af- 
firmed their wish to see Austria reestablished as a free 
and independent State and the French Committee of Na- 
tional Liberation made a similar declaration on November 
16, 1943; 

WHEREAS as a result of the Allied victory Austria was 
liberated from the domination of Hitlerite Germany; 

WHEREAS the Allied and Associated Powers, and Aus- 
tria, taking into account the importance of the efforts which 
the Austrian people themselves have made and will have to 
continue to make for the restoration and democratic re- 
construction of their country, desire to conclude a treaty 
reestablishing Austria as a free, independent and democratic 
state, thus contributing to therestoration of peace in Europe; 
and 
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WHEREAS the Allied and Associated Powers and Austria 
are desirous for these purposes of concluding the present 
Treaty to serve as the basis of friendly relations between 
them, thereby enabling the Allied and Associated Powers 
to support Austria’s candidature for admission to the United 
Nations Organization; 

Have therefore appointed the undersigned Plenipotenti- 
tiaries who, after presentation of their full powers, found 
in good and due form, have agreed to the following provi- 
sions: 

ARTICLE 1. Reestablishment of Austria as a Free and 
Independent State. The Allied and Associated Powers 
recognize that Austria is reestablished as a sovereign, 
independent and democratic State. 

ARTICLE 2. Preservation of Austria’s Independence. 
The Allied and Associated Powers declare that they will 
respect the independence and territorial integrity of Austria 
as established under the present Treaty. 

The Allied and Associated Powers declare that political 
or economic union( Anschluss) between Austria and Germany 
is prohibited. Austria fully recognizes its responsibilities 
in this matter. ' 

ARTICLE 3. Frontiers of Austria. The frontiers of Austria 
shall be those existing on January 1, 1938. 
ARTICLE 4, Withdrawal of Allied Forces. 

1. The Agreement on the Machinery of Control in Austria 
of June 28, 1946, shall terminate on the coming into force 
of the present Treaty. 

2. On the coming into force of the present Treaty, the 
Inter-Allied Governing Authority (Komendatura) established 
under paragraph 4 of the Agreement on Zones of Occupation 
in Austria and the Administration of the City of Vienna of 
July 9, 1945, shall cease to exercise any functions with 
respect to the administration of the City of Vienna. The 
Agreement on Zones of Occupation of Austria shall termina- 
te upon completion of the withdrawal from Austria of the 
forces of the Allied and Associated Powers and in any case 
at the expiration of ninety days from the coming into force 
of the present Treaty. 

3. The forces of the Allied and Associated Powers and 
members of the Allied Commission for Austria shall be with 
drawn from Austria as soon as possible and in any case with 
in ninety days from the coming into force of the present 
Treaty. 


4. The Government of Austria shall accord to the forces 
of the Allied and Associated Powers and the members of 
the Allied Commission for Austria pending their withdrawal 
from Austria the same rights, immunities and facilities as 
they enjoyed immediately before the coming into force of the 
present Treaty. 

5. The Allied and Associated Powers undertake to re- 
turnto the Government of Austria within the specified period 
of 90 days: 

(a) All currency which was made available free of 
cost to the Allied and Associated Powers for 
the purpose of the occupation and which remains 
unexpended at the time of completion of with 
drawal of the Allied forces; 


(b) All Austrian property requisitioned by Allied 
forces or the Allied Commission, and-which is 
still in their possession. 

ARTICLE 5. Reparation. No reparation shall be exacted 
from Austria arising out of the existence of a state of war 
in Europe after September 1, 1939. 

ARTICLE 6. War Booty - German Assets. Each of the 
Allied and AssociatedPowers shall, within the ninety-day 
period specified in Article 4, relinquish toAustria all prop- 
erty, real and personal, of whatever description held or 
claimed by them as German Assets or as war booty in Aus- 
tria. 

ARTICLE 7. Accession Clause. 

1. Any member of the United Nations at war with Ger- 
many which had the status of a United Nation on May 8, 
1945, and is not a signatory to the present Treaty, may ac- 
cede to the Treaty and upon accession shall be deemed to 
be an Associated Power for the purposes of the Treaty. 

2. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the 
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
shall take effect upon deposit. 

ARTICLE 8. Ratification. The present Treaty, of which 
the Russian, English, and French texts are authentic, 
shall be ratified. It shall come into force immediately 
upon deposit of instruments of ratification by the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, by the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, by the United States of 
America, and by France of the one part and by Austria of 
the other part. The instruments of ratification shall, in the 
shortest time possible, be deposited with the Government of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

With respectto each Allied and Associated Power which 
accedes to the Treaty in accordance with Article 7, and 
whose instrument of ratification is thereafter deposited, the 
Treaty shall come into force upon the date of deposit. The 
present Treaty shall be deposited in the archives of the 
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
which shall furnish certified copies to each of the signa- 
tory States. 


U.S VISIT OF AUSTRIAN VICE CHANCELLOR DR. 
ADOLF SCHAERF. Austrian Vice Chancellor Dr. Adolf 
Schaerf, accompanied by Mrs. Schaerf, arrived in Washing- 
ton, D.C. on March 2nd. He was greeted at the station by 
the U.S. Ambassador in Vienna, Mr. Walter J. Donnelly, as 
well as by representatives of the State Department, offi- 
cials of the Austrian Embassy and members of the Austrian 
colony in the nation’s capital. On March 3rd, the Austrian 
Vice Chancellor had a long conversation with U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Dean Acheson and with Assistant Secretary of 
State for Economic Affairs Willard J. Thorp. Prior to these 
meetings Dr. Schaerf had called on officials in the State 
Department whose work is particularly connected with 
Austria, and found that they were extremely well informed 
on all problems pertaining to that countty. On that evening 
Dr. Max Loewenthal, the Austrian Ambassador in Washing- 
ton, gave a reception in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Schaerf, 
which was attended by officials of the U.S. Government, 
members of Congress and representatives of American Labor. 
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On the 4th Senator Theodore F. Green, D. of Rhode 
Island, member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
gave a luncheon in honor of the Austrian Vice Chancellor, 
at which Vice President Barkley, Senators Benton, Hendrick- 
sson, Humphrey and Wiley, as well as Ambassador Loewen- 
thal, were among those present. Senator Green paid tribute 
to the courage, conviction and patience the Austrian people 
have shown since 1945; he concluded by proposing the fol- 
lowing toast to the Austrian people: ‘‘May Austria soon en- 
joy the blessings of freedom and independence which she 
has so richly earned.’’ Senator Wiley of Wisconsin, also a 
member of the Senate Foreign RelationsCommittee, endor- 
sed Senator Green’s remarks on behalf of the Republican 
Party and expressed the hope that the Austrian People 
would continue to remain resolute in their will to defend 
their liberty, for which purpose, Sen. Wiley said in closing, 
the Austrian people should receive all necessary aid. 
Vice Chancellor Schaerf expressed his pleasure at being 
in the country where the first free constitution in the history 
of Western civilization had been drawn up and in the city 
where it was being carried out. He said that he was eagerly 
looking forward to the day when all nations of the world 
would be able to enjoy the blessings of peace and liberty. 
Vice President Barkley then congratulated the Austrian 
Vice Chancellor on the achievements Austria had made dur- 
ing the last few years. 

In addition to attending sessions of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, Dr. Schaerf also visited Speaker 
of the House Sam Rayburn, as well as Representative John 
W. McCormack, leader of the Democratic majority in the 
House, and Josef Martin, leader of the Republican minority. 
On the same day the Austrian Vice Chancellor had a one- 
hour talk with Secretary of Labor Tobin. That evening he 
attended an official dinner given by Ambassador Loewen- 
thal, at which a number of Senators and State Department 
officials were also present. 

On March 6 he visited the United Mine Workers union 
as well as CIO President Philipp Murray and AF'L President 
William Green, both of whom assured him of their support 
with regard to economic aid for Austria. In the afternoon of 
that day Dr. Schaerf saw Averell Harriman and other offici- 
als of the Mutual Security Agency. In the evening he attend- 
ed a reception of the Americans for Democratic Action, where 
he delivered an address. 

On March 7 the Austriar Vice Chancellor paid a courte- 
sy call on Justice Felix Frankfurter of the Supreme Court, 
subsequent to which he visited the National Gallery and 
the Library of Congress. At noon he attended an official 
luncheon given by Secretary of State Acheson, at which 
members of the Government and the Congress, as well as 
officials of the State Department and of the Mutual Security 
Agency, were also present. In his welcoming address, 
Secretary Acheson paid tribute to the courageous stand 
taken by the Vice Chancellor, by Austrian labor and by the 
entire Austrian people, as well as by their Government, 
during the tense situation in October 1950. He also offered 
a toast to Austria’s Federal President, Dr. Koerner, to which 
Dr. Schaerf replied by proposing a toast toPresident Truman 
as the representative of the American people. 


On the morning of the 8th, the Austrian Vice Chancellor, 
accompanied by Ambassador Loewenthal and the personnel 
of the Embassy, visited Mount Vernon where he laid a 
wreath on the grave of George Washington. A similar wreath- 
laying ceremony was held in Arlington National Cemetary 
at the grave of the Unknown Soldier. Leading officials 
of the State Department attended and a military guard of 
honor presented arms. Vice Chancellor Schaerf was greeted 
with a 19-salvo gun salute and the playing of the Austrian 
National Anthem. After the ceremony the Vice Chancellor 
had lunch with U.S. Ambassador Donnelly at the ‘Austrian 
Embassy. 

On March 9 Dr. Schaerf arrived in Knoxville, Tenn., 
where he was greeted by the Chairman of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. The following day he was shown Fontana 
Dam, one of the major units of the TVA, which is comparab- 
le to the Kaprun power station in Austria. Before leaving, 
the Vice Chancellor delivered a lecture to the local organi- 
zation of the Americans for Democratic Action. On the 11th 
Dr. Schaerf left for Pittsburgh where he visited housing de- 
velopments, coal mines and steel plants. He took this op- 
portunity to talk to steel workers and coal miners. 

The Austrian Vice Chancellor spent March 13 and 14 
in Detroit, where he toured the General Motors plant and de- 
livered a speech to repres entatives of the Automobile Work - 
ers Union. During his visit to Chicago, on March 15 and 16, 
Dr. Schaerf was received by Mayor Kennelly and had occasi- 
on to meet the members of the Austrian colony in that city 
at a reception given in his honor by Dr. Frank Anderwald, 
the Austrian Consul. 

The Austrian Vice Chancellor then left for New York via 
Buffalo and Niagara Falls, on the Canadian side of which 
he was greeted by a representative of the Canadian Govern- . 
ment. He arrived in New York on March 18. The next- issue 
of the AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin will carry an ex- 
tensive report of Dr. Schaerf’s stay in New York. 


AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER IN ROME. In 

mid-March Foreign Minister Karl Gruber went to Rome where 

he signed the new Austrian-Italian cultural agreement. One 

of the points of the cultural treaty calls for the opening of 
an Italian cultural institute in Vienna and the establishment 
of an Austrian cultural institute in Rome, both of which in- 
stitutions will serve to intensify the cultural relations bet- 
ween the two countries. Another point is that both the Uni- 
versity of Vienna and the University of Rome will establish 
a special chair to be occupied by visiting professors from 

the two countries. The agreement also calls for an exchange 

of scholars and students. Moreover, both Governments have 

agreed to adopt measures designed to provide a broader 
knowledge of the artistic and intellectual life in both coun- 
tries inthe fields of art, music, the theater, radio, and motion 
pictures. A more. widespread distribution of each other’s 
newspapers, periodicals, books, records, etc., is also con- 
templated. During his stay in Rome Dr. Gruber saw Italian 
Premier de Gasperi and delivered a lecture entitled: “‘Aus- 
tria and Europe’s Postwar Development.’’ The Austrian 
Foreign Minister was also received in special audience by 
Pope Pius XII. 
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PRESIDENT KOERNER SAYS AUSTRIA MUST REMAIN 
UNITED. At the end of February 1952 Dr. Theodor Koerner, 
President of Austria, at a ‘‘Federal Supper’’ given in honor 
of the Federal Government and the Provincial Governors, 
made the following statement: ‘‘Our self-confidence, which 
is based on the willingness to make sacrifices, need not 
be intimidated by threats, the purpose of which is to scare 
us into fearing what is alleged to be the danger of war and 
the separationof the artificiallycreated concepts of ‘Eastern 
Austria’ and ‘Western Austria’. That which has grown to- 
gether organically cannot be so easily torn asunder against 
its will at someone else’s pleasure. By common resolve 
we have succeeded in giving rebirth to our Republic out of 
the chaos left by the war, and by the same token we shall 
also succeed, all difficulties notwithstanding and by means 
of a common effort, in safeguarding it until we reach the 
period of real independence.’’ 

Speaking on behalf of the assembled guests, Dr. Gleiss- 
‘ner, the Governor of Upper Austria, said: ‘‘It is precisely 
at this time that we consider it particularly important to 
give an audible and unequivocal assurance that the pro- 
vinces do not recognize any such thing as a Western or an 
Eastern Austria, that the provinces feel themselves in- 
extricably bound to the fate of all of Austria and that we 
as provinces, share with Vienna the same feeling of union 
and a common fate as in the year 1945 when we again saw 
our sorely tried capital after the war. There can be no parti- 
tion of Austria, because although the lines of demarcation 
cut through our landscape, they have never cut through our 
hearts.’’ 


COMPROMISE REACHED IN STARHEMBERG CASE. The 
question of the restitution of the estates belonging to Ernst 
Ruediger Starhemberg, the former Austrian Vice Chancellor 
and leader of the ‘‘Austrian Heimwehr’’ now living in South 
America, which, for a while, had been a serious domestic 
issue in Austria (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin 
of January 26, Vol. V, No. 2), was settled by a compromise 
between the two coalition parties — the Austrian People’s 
Party and the Austrian Socialist Party. With the support of 
the deputies from these two Government parties, the Lower 
House of the Austrian Parliament on March 5 approved two 
amendments to the Law on the Public Administration of 
properties and to the ist Restitution Law, on the basis of 
which the Starhemberg estates shall not be returned to their 
former owner while legal proceedings for high treason are 
still inprogress against him. Essentially, the new law stipu 
lates that public administrators shall be appointed for prop- 
erties the restitution of which has been granted or effected 
if the beneficiaries of such restitution or the formerly de- 
spoiled owners are in any way suspected of undertaking or 
having undertaken anything against the existence of the Re- 
public of Austria. Such suspicion shall be held particularly 
in cases where the district attorney or the attorney general 
instituted proceedings for high treason, in cases where it 
is evident that there has been activity against the existence 
of the Republic or in cases where it can be assumed that 
the restituted property could be used for such activity. 


Since the amendment also contains the provision that the 
appointment of a public administrator shall not be affected 
by any disposal of the property in question between January 
1 and the end of a two-month period after the Law went into 
effect, the transfer of the Starhemberg estates to his son is 
in valid. 


MINISTER HELMER DENIES WAR PRODUCTION AT 
STADL PAURA,. Early in March Austrian Minister of the 
Interior Oskar Helmer released a report on the recent ex- 
plosion which occurred at the explosives plant of the 
Dynamit-Nobel Corporation in Stadl Paura. In the course 
of the report, the Minister said that in 1945 ‘‘all four Allied 
powers had given theirapproval for the erection of an ex- 
plosives plant in Stadl Paura.’’ The plant belongs to the 
Dynamit-Novel Corporation and has no connection whatso- 
ever either with the Austrian Federal Government or with 
any of the occupation powers. Only industrial explosives 
and hunting ammunition are being manufactured at the plant. 
‘The claim voiced in some newspapers that ammunitions of 
war are being produced there is a flat lie,’’ the Minister 
said. At the Stadl Paura plant, the explosive material 
‘*Boloron’’, which is manufactured at the dynamite plant of 
St. Lambrecht, in Styria, is filled into charges. An investi- 
gation is now in progress to determine whether the explosion 
was the result of spontaneous ignition or other causes. 


NO REPAYMENT OF U.S. AID TO AUSTRIA REQUIRED. 
At the beginning of March, the American Economic Mission 
for Austria announced that the economic aid being extended 
to Austria during the current fiscal year, as well as the aid 
she received in past years, was granted to her in the form 
of an outright gift. C.E. Meyer, Chief of the American Eco- 
nomic Mission, stated in connection with the announcement 
‘‘that he had been informed by the Office of Mutual Security 
in Washington that Austria would receive the financial 
assistance for the 1952 fiscal year in the form of a gift.’’ 
Mr. Meyer has notified Austrian Chancellor Leopold Figl to 
that effect. 


TOTAL OCCUPATION COSTS FOR 1952. The Allied Com- 
mission has informed the Government of Austria that occupa- 
tion costs for 1952 have been fixed at 151,000,000 Austrian 
schillings for each occupation power. Austria must therefore 
pay 453,000,000 schillings in occupation costs to the 
Soviet, British and French forces. The corresponding sum 
for 1951 had been 420,000,000 schillings. Since 1947 the 
United States has been paying all costs arising out of the 
presence of its occupation troops in the country to the 
Austrian Government in dollars. 


10,000 APARTMENTS STILL UNDER REQUISITION IN 
AUSTRIA. In reply to a Parliamentary inquiry early in 


March, Foreign Minister Gruber stated that from the point 
of view of international law no legal appeal was possible 
against the requisition of tourist lodging establishments or 
other residential quarters during an occupation. The Hague 
Land War Convention, which is the international covenant 
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applicable in such matters, does not especially differentiate 

between tourist lodgings and others. However, the Govern- 
ment was doing everything it could, by negotiations with the 
individual occupation powers, to reduce as much as possible 

the number of residential quarters under requisition. In a 

resolution it recently adopted, the Austrian women’s move- 

ment requested the Federal Government to initiate negotia- 
tions with the Allied Council for the restitution of all apart- 
ments now under requisition by the occupation forces. The 
resolution specified that at the present time the Allies still 
occupy 10,000 undamaged apartments in Austria. 


UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL IN AUSTRIA NOW AT 215,153. 
The Austrian provincial labor offices report that at the end 
of February 1952 the number of persons registered with 
them in search of employment was 215,153 (152,853 men 
and 62,300 women). This figure represents an increase of 
17,819, or 9%, over the January level (an increase of 15,196 
unemployed men and 2,623 women). This increase in un- 
employment is primarily attributable to seasonal factors in- 
asmuch as the heavy snowfalls in February were responsi- 
ble for large-scale stoppages in construction work. Almost 
40% of those seeking employment were last employed on a 
construction project and a high percentage of the others 
are normally engaged-in the production of construction ma- 
terials. There was also a marked increase in unemployment 
among iron, metal and wood workers, whereas in the hotel 
and restaurant industry there was a slight incline asa result 
of increased winter tourist business. 


AUSTRIAN POWER OUTPUT IN 1951. Austria’s total out- 
put of electrical power in 1951 was 5,655,000,000 KWH, 
thereby exceeding the 1950 output by 15%. The hydroelec- 
tric power produced was 4,591,000 KWH, the balance being 
generated in steam plants. The corresponding figures for 
1950 were 4,066,000 KWH and 849,000 KWH. Power produc- 
tion from coal exceeded the 1950 figure by 26% and power 
production from hydroelectric plants by 13%. Total domestic 
consumption (private industrial power plants and railway 
power plants not included) was 4,756,000,000 KWH, or 
15,7% higher than in 1950. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 





OPENING UP NEW SALT MINES IN AUSTRIA. Late in 1947 
a new salt mine was opened up at the foot of the Halstaetter 
Salzberg, in Hallstatt, Upper Austria (US Zone). The mine 


has now been extended by about one mile. A 300-year-old 
pit has also been deepened an additional 200 yds. in order 
to raise brine production in 1952 to 82,271,000 gal., which 
would represent the highest output since the Austrian salt 
mines started production. The record now stands at 79,191, 
000 gal., which was achieved in 1939. 


INVESTMENTS FOR THE AUSTRIAN PAPER INDUSTRY. 
In addition to the plant improvements carried out by the 
Muerztaler Holzstoff und Papierfabrik A.G. at Bruck-an-der- 
Mur, Styria (Brit. Zone), the Nettingsdorfer Papierfabrik of 
Upper Austria (US Zone) is now building a new cellulose 

plant which is scheduled to start production in 1952 with 
a daily output of 100-120 tons of cellulose. The production 
of kraft paper will be stepped up in the course of 1952 so 
that exports of this commodity can be increased. This will 
be all the more important in view of the fact that there has 
been a drop in the world market supply. 


FURTHER PRICE REDUCTIONS IN 69 COMMODITY 
LINES. The Austrian Institute for Economic Research re- 
cently reported that there has been an average price de 
crease of 5% in 69 other commodity lines, resulting in a 
2% decline in the cost-of-living index. Since 1951, however, 
the cost-of-living index has increased by 5.8%, due to some 
extent (1.3% to be precise) to the seasonal increase in the 
price of fruit and vegetables. But these increases have 
been offset by 2% as a result of price decreases in the com- 
modity lines affected by the price-reduction campaign. The 
Institute believes that further price reductions will be 
facilitated by the seasonal decline in consumer demand. 


VOLUME OF DANUBE SHIPPING IN 1951. The two Aus- 
trian steamship companies DDSG (Donaudampfschiffahrts- 
gesellschaft) and Comos have carried 1.15 metric tonsin 
1951, 40.8% more than in 1950. Owing to conditions due to 
the occupation the volume of freight could not be more 
fully expanded. In 1951, for the first time since the war, 
shipments of oil were carried up the Danube from Vienna 
to Linz. Port traffic in Vienna has been livelier than in 
recent years because Yugoslav ships are now participating 
in Danube river traffic. Freight and passenger traffic on 
the upper Danube (Linz-Regensburg) has been intensified 
by new transshipment fa cilities. 


Danube shipping (DDSG and Comos) 


1950 1951, 
(in metric tons) 1950 = 100 

Downstream:........ 746,422 938 544 125.7 
of this: Coal..... 738,276 899 ,658 121.9 
other goods 8,146 38,886 477.4 
Upstream:........ 71,303 213,176 299.0 
In both directions: ... 817.725 1.151,720 140.8 
of this: toorfrom Vienna 4,243 117,644 2,772.6 

Coal(in %). . 90.3 78.1 


FURTHER INCREASE OF SAVINGS DEPOSITS IN AUSTRIA. 
The incentive for Austrians to save as a result of the price» 
reduction drive continues to be reflected in the nation-wide 
increase of savings deposits, In Vienna savings banks 
the increase was 40,994,000 schillings in January 1952, in 
Graz (Styria British Zone) 4,666,000 schillings; in Innsbruck 
(Tyrol, French Zone) 4,607,000 schillings; in Salzburg (Salz- 
burg, U.S. Zone) 3,161,000 schillings; in Linz (Upper Aus- 
tria, .U.S. Zone) 2,340,000 schillings; in Klagenfurt (Carin- 
thia, British Zone) 1,315,000 schillings; in Dornbirn (Vorarl- 
berg, French Zone) 942,000 schillings and in Bregenz (Vor- 
arlberg, French Zone) 672,000 schillings. 











March 22, 1952 


Austrian Information 


Page 6 





PATENT REGISTRATIONS IN AUSTRIA IN 1951. In 1951, 
the Austrian Patent Office received 6,544 patent applications, 
5% more than in 1950. However, in only half of these cases, 
were actual grants issued, while the remainder of the appli- 
cations were rejected because the examiner failed to find a 
novelty of invention. 

Nearly 60% of the applications came from abroad, mostly 
because foreign applicants wished to secure the result of a 
preliminary inquiry in Austria, such inquiries being carried 
out only in Great Britain, the Scandinavian countries and 
Austria. Foreign applicants for patents in Austria came from 
Western Germany, Switzerland and the United States, in that 
order. 

Discoveries in the fields of electrical and power engin- 
eering were perticularly numerous in 1951, presumably in 
connection with the construction of electric power plants. 
Radiotechnical discoveries were also remarkably increased. 
A normalization of conditions can be seen from the fact that 
the number of applications by specialists greatly increased, 
while immediately after the war many of the applications 
were filed by amateurs. 

The number of applications for manufacturing trade marks 
has also gone up in 1951 (5000), as compared to 1950 (3200). 


INCREASED SUPPLY OF MINERAL OIL. In 1951 the miner- 
al oil supply in Austria was greatly improved in comparison 
to 1950. A total of 183,366 tons of petroleum was available, 
representing an increase of 51.4% over the 1950 figure. Do- 
mestic production was raised from 81,250 to 155,500 tons, 
while imports during the same period dropped from 39,897 
to 27,866 tons. 

Special gasoline production amounted to 10,231 tons in 
1951, i.e. 7.3% more than in 1950. Similarly, imports could be 
cut.from 3,122 tons in 1950 to 1,231 tons in 1951, domestic 
output having risen from 6,412 to 9,000 tons. Domestic pro- 
duction of kerosene was raised to 39,500 tons, 46.3% above 
the 1950 figure. 

The quantity of gas oil available was 286,700 tons, re- 
presenting an increase (entirely from domestic production) 
of 19.2%; in 1950, 16,750 tons still had to be imported. 

Consumption of lubricants in 1951 was 54,020 tons, i.e. 
35% more than in 1950. Domestic production was also increas- 
ed during the last two years and rose from 37,300 to 42,800 
tons. 

Bitumen available was 33,979 tons, i.e. 77.4% more than 
in 1950 (21,500 tons). 


AUSTRIA COMMEMORATES FOUNDER OF RELIGIOUS 
ORDER. The 100th anniversary of the birth of P. Anton 
Maria Schwartz on February 28th (died in 1929), the only 
Austrian who ever founded a religious order, was celebrated 
throughout Austria. The order which was established in 1889 
and officially recognized by the Vatican in 1926 takes its 
name from St. Joseph of Calasanza, and has concentrated 
on social work and evangelizing young workers and appren- 
tices. The order’s monasteries in Vienna, which had been 
confiscated by the Nazis, have been returned and restored. 
Those in the People’s Democracies have been closed, and 


the fathers and brothers of the order are now earning their 
living as workers. 


ST. STEPHEN'S BELL TO BE INSTALLED SHORTLY. 
The ‘‘Pummerin’’, as the Viennese call the bell of St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, will be formally consecrated in a 
few weeks. The installation work is almost complete and 
the program for the festivities has already been drawn up. 
Vienna will celebrate the reopening of the cathedral) for 
two days. On April 26 the ceremonies will get under way 
with the consecration of the altar by Archbishop Cardinal 
Innitzer. On that same day, at about 4 P.M., the ‘‘Pummerin’’ 
will be transported to the cathedral in a triumphant proces- 
sion. The bell is being brought from Linz to Vienna ona 
special flat-bottom rail car. At Huetteldorf, near Vienna, 
300 horsemen in traditional folk costume will receive the 
bell and, preceded by two priests carrying the holy relics 
of St. Stephen, accompany it to the cathedral. 


MODERN SEROLOGICAL INSTITUTE IN VIENNA. 2,000, 
000 Austrian schillings have been allocated by the Aus- 
trian Government for the erection of a new building which 
is to house a modern serological institute in Vienna. The 
erection of the building will start this spring. 


SURGEONS CONGRESS IN VIENNA. The Austrian branch 

of the International College of Surgeons is organizing a 
surgical congress to be held at the 1st Surgical University 

Clinic between May 26 and 28, 1952. Professor Schoenbauer 
is the director of the clinic. The main topic of the congress, 
which will be under the chairmanship of Professor Finsterer, 
is to be the general subject of cancer surgery. A number of 
Austrian and foreign authorities in this field have already 
agreed to deliver papers at the medical gathering. 


CHICAGO HONORS VIENNESE PHYSICIAN. A posthum- 
ous work in English by the Viennese scientist, Dr. Alexan- 
der Spitzer, dealing with the development of the heart, was 
recently published in Chicago. Professor Spitzer, who for 
many years worked as an assistant in the institutes of Pro- 
fessors Tandler and Marburg, was one of the ablest men of 
the Vienna School ofMedicine. Friends of his in Vienna pre- 
served the manuscript on the development of the heart and 
large vessels, thus making possible the publication of this 
standard scientific work. 


VIENNA HOSPITAL RECEIVES ITS FIRST “IRON LUNG”’. 
In mid-March Austria received the first ‘‘iron lung’’ to be 
installed in the country. It has been set up in the Children’s 
Division of the Wilhelminenspital in Vienna so that it can 
be used for all patients afflicted with acute infantile par- 

alysis or respiratory diseases. The ‘‘iron lung’’, which is 
the popular name for the Drinker respirator, is anapparatus 
for producing artificial respiration over long periods of 
time. It consists of a two-meter-long metal tank, enclosing 
the body of the patient, with his head outside, and within 

which artificial respiration is started and maintained by 
alternating negative and positive pressure. The pressure 
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WHYTE GALLERY EXHIBITION IN WASHINGTON OPENED 
BY AMBASSADOR LOEWENTHAL. On March 11, 1952, Dr. 
Max Loewenthal, the Austrian Ambassador in the United 
States, opened an exhibition featuring the work of 20 contem- 
porary Austrian artists at the Whyte Gallery in Washington, 
D.C. The exhibition is the first of its kind to be held in this 
country since the war. Franz Bader, the Director of the Gal- 
lery who is a Viennese by birth, said that the number of 
picture sales completed to date has exceeded all expecta- 
tions. The exhibition will close on March 31. 


SPRING EXHIBITION AT THE VIENNA ‘‘KUENSTLER- 
HAUS"’. The traditional Spring Exhibition at the Vienna 
‘Kuenstlerhaus’’ (March 15 to April 14, 1952) includes 
many exhibits by two leading Austrian artists wno died last 
year: Alfred Cossmann (born 1870), the founder of the 
Viennese school of copperplate engraving, and Oskar 
Laske (born 1874), a painter of many charming historical 
pictures. Works by living artists include several by Profes- 
sor Max Frey (born 1902), the 1949 laureate of the Prize of 
the City of Vienna, and some by the Yugoslav sculptor 
Pavao Peric. 


AUSTRO-GERMAN BOOK EXHIBITIONS. The Association 
od Austrian Book Dealers and the Federation of German 
publishers’ and Book Dealers’ Associations have reached 
an agreement whereby four mutual book exhibitions would be 
jointly organized during 1952. The Austrian publishing 
houses will exhibit a cross section of their output, includ- 
ing some 1700 titles, in Berlin, Cologne, Bremen and 
Munich, and the German publishers will display a repre- 
sentative collection of some 2500 titles in Vienna, Inns- 
bruck, Linz and Graz. The exhibitions to be held in Vienna 
and Innsbruck, on the one hand, and in Berlin and Cologne 
on the other, are scheduled for early spring, and those in 
Linz and Graz, and in Bremen and Munich, for early fall. 


NEW BUILDING FOR VIENNA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 
In the competition for a new building which is to house 
the Vienna University Library the first prize was unanimous- 
ly awarded to two Viennese architects, Alfred Dreier and 
Otto Novis. The library, with space planned for four million 
books, 150,000 of which are to be kept on the shelves for 
immediate use, is to be erected on the bombed site of the 
former Vienna Army Headquarters inthe vicinity of the main 
University building. There will be-separate reading rooms 
for the various faculties. Since the present University 
Library has some 2,300,000 volumes there will be ample 
space for new acquisitions. Work on the new building is 
to start in 1953. The prize-winning architects are the 
designers of the plans for the reconstruction of the ‘‘ Alber- 
tina’’ museum in Vienna. 


VIENNA FESTIVAL CONCERTS IN HISTORIC SURROUND 
INGS. A number of concerts at this year’s Vienna Festival 
Weeks (May 17 to June 12, 1952) will be given in surround- 
ings of historical interest. An evening concert of medieval 


choral and instrumental music will be presented at the anci- 
ent castle of Kreuzenstein near Vienna on May 24. On the 
following day Haydn’s oratorio ‘‘The Creation’’ will be per- 
formed by the Vienna Symphony and the Chamber Choir of 
the Vienna Academy of Music at the castle of Prince Ester- 
hazy in Eisenstadt, Burgenland, where Haydn lived and was 
active as a conductor from 1766.to 1790. The Vienna “Schu- 
bertbund’’ intends to hold a so-called ‘“Schubertiade’’ 
(that is, an open-air concert in the style customary in 
Schubert’s time during the first half of the 19th century) 
in front of the old University building in Vienna. Finally, 
Beethoven's ‘‘Ninth Symphony”’ will be played at Baden near 


Vienna on May 31, under the Swiss conductor Volkmar 
Andreae. 


AUSTRIAN RADIO BROADCASTS WORLD PREMIERE OF 
WOLFE PLAY. The first world performance of the post- 
humous drama ‘‘Mannerhouse’’ by the American author 
Thomas Wolfe, in a German version by Ingeborg Bachmann, 
was broadcast by the Austrian Red-White-Red broadcasting 
system on March 4, 1952. The manuscript of ‘‘Manner- 
house’’ was given by Thomas Wolfe (1900-1938) to Max 
Reinhardt, the famous Austrian theater producer, shortly 
before the latter’s death (in Baltimore on September 15, 
1938). The cast consisted of some of Austria’s leading 
actors, including Miss Helene Thimig, the widow of Max 
Reinhardt, and Oskar Werner, who played a part in the film 
‘‘Decision before Dawn”’ by Anatol Litvak. 


SUCCESSFUL NEW PLAY BY FERDINAND BRUCKNER. 
‘‘Pyrrhus and Andromache’’ by the Viennese playwright 
Ferdinand Bruckner had a successful premiere in Zurich, 
Switzerland, on February 12, 1952. The action of the play 
follows more or less that of Euripides’ ‘‘Andromache’’ and 
‘‘Orestes’’ and Racine’s ‘‘Andromaque’’, including the 
latter’s unity of time and place of action. There are, how- 
ever, four ‘‘intercessors’’ which take the place of the 

chorus in the Greek tragedies and each of which corres- 
ponds to one of the four main figures in the play. 


PROF. PREUSSNER IN PHILADELPHIA. Professor Eber- 
hardt Preussner from the Salzburg ‘‘Mozarteum’’, who is at 
present visiting professor at the University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor under the Fulbright program, will represent 
Austria at the Congress for Musical Pedagogy at Phila- 
delphia in March 1952. 


KARL BOEHM OF THE VIENNA OPERA TO CONDUCT IN 

SOUTH AMERICA. Karl Boehm of the Vienna State Opera 

will conduct a series of German operas at the Teatro Colon 
in Buenos Aires between August and October of this year. 
He will then tour other South American countries where he 
is scheduled to conduct a number of orchestral concerts. 
Mr. Boehm will leave for South America immediately after 
the end of the Salzburg Festival, and will not be back in 
Vienna before January 1952. 
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FIRST SHOWING OF FILM ON VIENNA’ BOYS’ CHOIR. 
‘‘Fruehlimgsstimmen”’, the feature film based on the life 
and activities of the Vienna Boys’ Choir, was shown for the 
first time in Vienna on February 21. It is the first color 
film made in Austria with the “Gevacolor’’ process. The 
music, by the Viennese composer Alfred Uhl, is played by 
the Vienna Symphony. The director is Hans Thimig. The 
cast includes such well-known Austrian actors as Paul 
Hoerbiger and Hans Jaray. 
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FOREIGN AIRLINES INAUGURATE NEW FLIGHT SCHED 
ULES TO AUSTRIA. On February 21 the Scandinavian Air- 
lines System inaugurated its new service from and to Salz- 
burg. Passengers on their way to the United States or to the 
Scandinavian capitals transfer to larger planes at Munich. 
Furthermore, flight schedules via Graz have been resumed as 
of March 1, The Thalerhof airport in Graz is primarily served 
by the Yugoslav airline YAT, which operates two flights to 
that city. Negotiations are now in progress to add two 
flights of the Italian ILA airline, namely Trieste-Graz and 
Rome-Graz. It has also been announced that the Amsterdam 
Rome-Cairo flight of the Dutch KLM airline will stop over 
atthe Graz airport. 


PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE GOOD WINTER TOU- 
RIST SEASON. Preliminary reports from the wintersport 
resorts in the Arlberg region of Austria, the internationally 
famous Wintersport area in the Vorarlberg (French Zone), 
indicate that there has been an increase in the number of 
tourists who visited the area this season. In December 1951, 
the resort of St. Anton recorded 9,645 overnight accomoda- 
tions (in December 1950, the figure was 6,561) and the town 
of Zuers 6,796 overnight reservations (in December, 1950 
4,721), an increase of 45%. Most of the foreign tourists 

came from Great Britain, France, Belgium and Germany. 


AUSTRIAN INVENTS NOVEL DEVICE TO COMBAT AVA. 
LANCHES. A Viennese engineer recently invented a novel 
protective device against avalanches. The de vice makes use 
of small rockets which forestall the formation of avalanches 
by bombarding the snow bank ‘‘in installments’’, so to 
speak. The new machine, which looks like a bollard, is equip- 
ped with a long thin pipe mounted on a portable base and 
is provided with an aiming mechanism. A rocket about 50 
cm, in length, with a small explosive charge in its head, is 
shot out through the pipe. If a snowdrift begins to form at 
the crest of a bank, from which an avalanche can develop, 
it becomes the target of the rockets. The detonation of the 
explosive charge disintegrates the snowdrift. The new de- 
vice is expected to prove particularly useful in such areas 
where no anti-avalanche structures have yet been erected 
because of inaccessibility or other reasons. 
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